
Cost-Saving Irrigation Tips    
for Property Managers 

Reduce water bills 
 
Avoid “Hidden Costs” 
 
Smart Irrigation System Upgrades 

Webinar Starts at 1 p.m. 
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Good Morning & welcome to  our webinar on Cost-Saving Irrigation Tips for Property Managers

My name is Amy McNulty  and I am the conservation manager for the Irvine Ranch Water District.

We’re very happy so many of you joined us this morning for the Webinar.  We have some really knowledgeable speakers this morning and we hope you will find this both informative and a convenient way to get some very valuable information.

SLIDE TRANSITION
Before we start  let me briefly  review how you can interact with us during the Webinar.  
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A Few Webinar Items 
 Presentation about 35 minutes  
 2 ways to talk with us after presentation 

 Write in questions 
 Ask over the phone 

Audio 

Audio Mode: O Use Telephone 
O Use Mic & Speakers 

Select your method 

If using your computer to call in 
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The Webinar will last about 35 minutes  

When the presentation  is complete There are 2 ways to ask us questions

QUESTIONS IN WRITING
First you can write in questions anytime during the presentation.  Does everyone see the box marked “Question”  That’s where you enter your question.  We have lots of people on the call today so if we don’t get to your question during the Webinar we will certainly get back to you in the next few days.

ASKING OVER THE PHONE
Second, you can ask a question over the phone at the end of the presentation.  If you think you might like to ask a question over the phone, it is very important that your “AUDIO” is enabled.

Please find the box in your control panel that is marked “Audio” and click on that the box to expand it.

When the box is expanded you will see 2 selections – “Use Telephone” or “Use Mic & Speakers”

 If you have called in over the telephone make that selection. The box will expand again to show you the  Audio PIN number that  you need to enter if you would like to speak to us at the end. The audio pin number is 11.  I’ll give everyone e second to try that out

The second option is called “Use Mic & Speakers”. That is for anyone using their computer as their telephone.  If you are using this method you will need a microphone plugged into your computer or as part of your headset  in order to speak with us.
We will provide this information again at the end of the presentation just before the question time.

SLIDE TRANSITION
Now with that out of the way….let’s get started
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The  Water Situation 
 California water situation is critical 
 Governor’s 20% water demand reduction by 2020 

  IRWD has diverse water supply 
 Water costs will continue to rise 
 Proactive property management can keep 
water bills down 
 Demand can be met just by reducing water 
waste  
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How Much Water Should this 
Site Have Used in 2008?  

 1/3 acre landscape 
• 90% shrubs 
• 10% turf 
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POLL APPEARS ON SCREEN – ASK PEOPLE TO VOTE
RESULTS SHOW ON THE SCREEN
COMMENTS ON POLL RESULTS 

SLIDE TRANSITION








Answer: None of the Above!  
 
 

Site used  2.8 million gallons 
 
It needed only 250,000 gallons 
 
Water wasted = 1 football field with 
water 9 feet deep 
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Signs of Overwatering 
 HIGH WATER BILLS!!! 

 Make sure you review the bills 

 Tiered Rates red-flag overwatering 

 
 There are Hidden Costs to overwatering 
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Hidden Costs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NICK















Hidden Costs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NICK















Hidden Costs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NICK/TOM




Hidden Costs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NICK/TOM
















Hidden Costs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NICK










SLIDE TRANSITION
Let’s start with Tuning Up Your Irrigation System…and we’re going to focus on 4 quick and easy fixes to your sprinklers.
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Hidden Costs 

What Can Be Done  
to Control These Costs? 
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Landscape Bids & Contracts 

 Comprehensive contract clearly spells out 
what is expected 

 
 Water management must be specified in 
the contract 
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Site Plans 

 If you have a site plan…..keep it handy 
 
 If you don’t have a plan….have your 
landscaper draw a controller chart 
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Site Walks 
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Site Walk Tips 
 Walk property every month 
 include landscape superintendant 

 Look for signs of overwatering 
 puddles  
 water stains on asphalt & fences 
 constantly wet areas 
 poorly performing plants/overall landscape appearance 

 Turn on stations during site walk 
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 Use Qualified Irrigation Tech 

 Controller upgrades 
 multiple start times 
 multiple programs 
 water budget features 

 System upgrades 
 align/adjust existing irrigation heads 
 install efficient irrigation heads 
 pressure regulator 

 

 
 

How to Improve Your  
Irrigation Performance 
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Fact-or-Fiction System Upgrades 

Smart timers will solve overwatering problems. 
 Not necessarily 
 

Rotary nozzles are an inexpensive way to upgrade  
your irrigation system. 
  Not necessarily 
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How Much Money Could This Site Have Saved 
in July 2009 With Proper Water Management? 
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Answer: None of the Above! 
 

Proper water management would 
have saved over $7,600 in 1 month 
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The Water Bill 
 Water usage within allocation = very low rates  
 Conservation $1.03 per CCF 

 Water usage above allocation = progressively higher 
rates 
 Inefficient $2.10 per CCF 
 Excessive $4.19 per CCF 
 Wasteful  $8.37 per CCF 
 
Rates vary for potable or reclaimed and area served 
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Landscape Water Report 
www.aquaficientco.com/IRWD-lb/ 
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Additional On-Line Resource 
www.alwayswatersmart.com 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TBD




Nick Mrvos 
Senior Conservation Specialist 
Irvine Ranch Water District 
949-453-5324 
mrvos@irwd.com 

For More Help 
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What’s Your Watering Issue? 

Audio 

Audio Mode: O Use Telephone 
 
O Use Mic & Speakers 

IF USING PHONE 
Make this selection to 
see the “Audio PIN” to 
enter so we can hear 
you. 

IF USING COMPUTER 
You will need a microphone plugged into 
your computer to ask a question 
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if you are using a phone make sure you have entered the Audio PIN number.  You can find it by going to the Audio box on your control panel and selecting the button next to “Use Telephone”

If you are  using your computer you will need to have a microphone either plugged into your computer our as part of a headset you may be using.

Finally, you will see a small icon on your control panel that has a “Raised Hand” symbol.  Clicking on that icon will alert us that you would like to ask a question so we can unmute your phone.


SLIDE TRANSITION
We would like to thank everyone for attending and now would like to answer as many questions as possible over the next 10 – 15 minutes..
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Landscape & Irrigation 

Specialist 
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Fiona Sanchez 
Conservation Manager 

Irvine Ranch Water District 

Nick Mrvos 
Senior Conservation Specialist 

Irvine Ranch Water District 

Thanks for Joining Us 
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