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The 2006
Water Quality Report
Drinking Water Quality
Since 1990, California water utilities have been providing an annual
Water Quality Report to their customers. This year’s report, sometimes
called the “Consumer Confidence Report,” covers calendar year
2005 water quality testing, and has been prepared in compliance
with regulations called for in the 1996 reauthorization of the Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA). The reauthorization charged the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) with updating and
strengthening the tap water regulatory program and changed the
report’s due date from April 1st to July 1st.

USEPA and the California Department of Health Services (CDHS)
are the agencies responsible for establishing drinking water quality
standards. To ensure that your tap water is safe to drink, USEPA and
CDHS prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contami-
nants in water provided by public water systems. The federal Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) sets regulations for bottled water.

Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) vigilantly safeguards its water
supply and, as in years past, the water delivered to your home
meets the standards required by the state and federal regulatory
agencies. In accordance with the SDWA, IRWD monitors over
100 compounds in your water supply. This report includes only the
compounds actually detected in the water.

In some cases, the District goes beyond what is required to monitor
for additional contaminants that may have health risks. For example,
the Orange County Water District, which manages our groundwater
basin, monitors our groundwater for NDMA and 1,4-dioxane. The
District conducts extra sampling of some of these unregulated
contaminants as well. Unregulated contaminant monitoring helps
USEPA determine where certain contaminants occur and whether it
needs to establish regulations for those contaminants.

If you have any questions about your
water, please contact us for answers…

For information about this report, or for any questions relating to
your drinking water quality, please call Lars Oldewage, Laboratory
Manager, at (949) 453-5858.

Community Participation
You are invited to participate in our public forum and voice your
concerns about your drinking water. The IRWD Board of Directors
meets the second and fourth Monday of each month beginning at
6 p.m. at IRWD Headquarters, 15600 Sand Canyon Ave., Irvine, CA.

For more information about the health effects of the listed contami-
nants in the following tables, call the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency hotline at (800) 426-4791.
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